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HERITAGE DAY 2009 

Heritage Day 2009 was a tremendous success, thanks to the outpouring of sup-

port from the local community.  Approximately 250 people attended, including 

41 displaced Heritage Family members.  One of the most special moments to 

occur at this year‟s Heritage Day was our Commanding General, BG James 

Yarbrough, walking Ms. Estelle Gill, our oldest attending Heritage family mem-

ber at 94, down the aisle to sit with him during the morning events. 

The theme of this year‟s Heritage Day was „Heritage Veterans‟.  In that vein, the 

ceremony started with a procession by the 1st Battalion 509th Airborne Infantry 

Color Guard and was followed by six soldiers in period uniforms that corre-

spond to the conflicts that Heritage Veterans would have participated in.   The 

periods represented the Union in the Civil War, the Confederacy in the Civil 

War, World War I, World War II, Korea and Vietnam.  The Heritage Committee 

also put together a poignant video depicting scenes from these conflicts, photos 

of actual Heritage veterans and featuring letters written home by soldiers, in-

cluding Abraham Gill (Civil War- CSA) After speeches from the Garrison Com-

mander, COL Frank Burns, and the Commanding General, BG James 

Yarbrough, the participants were free to visit the multiple displays set up. 

These displays included a photo-scanning booth where over twenty new photo-

graphs were added to the Heritage Collection, an oral history booth exhibiting 

previous oral history interviews. A cemetery preservation/Ground Penetrating 

Radar booth highlighting Fort Polk‟s work to restore and maintain our historic 

cemeteries was also available.  Other booths included a Children‟s Activity 

booth featuring cornhusk dolls and the Heritage Family coloring book, a Vet-

eran‟s Booth showcasing the Louisiana Maneuvers, period artifacts, and the sac-

rifices of the Heritage veterans.  A family display room showing photographs, 

artifacts and other personal mementos was created by the heritage families 

themselves.   Music was also featured in an outside pavilion courtesy of Shelby 

Smith, Fred Cryer, and Lucille Cryer. 

After lunch, four separate bus tours were given.  Each bus route contained stops 

at local cemeteries and information on home sites in the area.  These home sites 

are often located off of main roads, so informative signs were placed on the bus 

tour routes.  Each route also featured an ENRMD staff member who read infor-

mation pertaining to the area and each particular home site.  Self-guided tours 

were also available for those interested. 

While the 2009 Heritage Day was a great success, we look forward to even bet-

ter 2010 Heritage Day!   Make sure to your calendars for next fall!  

By: Dena Struchtemeyer 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 Cemetery Update 

 Harold Johnson Intro 

 Joshua Martin Intro 

 Heritage Barns 

 Heritage Site Surveys 

 



THE DOWDEN, OWERS, AND SANDERS DIPPING 

VAT AT PEASON RIDGE  

Located on Peason Ridge 

is a piece of history not 

thought of nor used in 

present day America.  

This historical site is 

known as the Dowden, 

Owers, and Sanders dip-

ping vat.  You ask, “What 

was the vat used for”? 

In the mid 1920‟s, one of 

the fears of rural cattle 

owners was “Texas Tick Fever”. This 

disease, from the bites of infected 

ticks into cattle, would both quaran-

tine and wipe out a herd of cattle.  

During the 1920‟s, to combat this 

spread of disease, dipping vats were 

built throughout Louisiana.  On Pea-

son Ridge, homesteaders had large 

herds of cattle that were vital to their 

survival.  Frank and Coburn Sanders, 

Foster and Asa Dowden, and Coleman 

and Jim Owers all got together and 

hand dug this dipping vat and built 

both a “drip pen” and “holding pen”. 

With the vat filled with water and a 

special dip mix, the cattle were 

rounded up and were forced to jump 

in one end of the vat and on the other 

end the floor sloped upwards to the 

drip pen.   

The cattle were allowed to stand and 

the water and dip mix would “drip” 

and run back into the vat, thus not 

losing any of the mixture.  Each time a 

group of cattle were dipped, a 

“government man” had to be present 

to observe the process.   

 

 

After the cattle were allowed to drip, 

they were moved to the holding pen 

where the cattle had to be held for 7 

days.  After the 7th day, the govern-

ment man would inspect the cattle 

and if no ticks were found, he would 

use a green type paint to put a mark 

on the right hip of the cattle.  Once 

marked, the cattle were turned loose 

to go back to their grazing lands on 

Peason Ridge.  The old dipping vats 

were discontinued in the 1930‟s and 

early 1940‟s with the coming of better 

medicines and veterinary techniques.   

And yes, even though the Dowden, 

Owers, and Sanders dipping vat is 

right in the middle of the Peason 

Ridge Impact Area, it is still intact.  As 

you walk around, you can still see the 

old drip pen and with a short walk, 

you can still find the outline of the old 

holding pen.  As you look over the 

site, stop and listen……I think I can 

still hear a bell cow bringing the cows 

home!!! 

By: Ricky Robertson 

NEW FACE 

There have been some person-

nel changes within the Heritage 

Program of late.  Collection of 

family history; photos, docu-

ments, and oral histories are the 

back bone of building the pro-

ject‟s archive records. The staff 

responsible for collection has 

been reinforced with a life time 

resident of the Vernon-

Beauregard area. If your phone 

rings and a man‟s voice says, 

“Hello, this is Harold Johnson 

with the Fort Polk Heritage Pro-

ject”, you have been contacted 

by an employee from Cultural 

Resources.  Harold comes to us 

from the private sector having 

spent many years in the people 

business of providing counsel-

ing and policies meeting insur-

ance needs of families.  At left 

he is discussing the family Bible 

of the Benjamin O. Jeane—Ida 

Maude Perkins family with a 

daughter, Mable Aline (Jeane) 

Fletcher.  To say he knows vir-

tually everyone is not an over-

statement.  His heritage is in the 

Johnson, Haymon, McInnis and 

Craft families, with members 

scattered throughout the area, 

Main Fort and Peason Ridge.  If 

you are a Heritage Family mem-

ber and don‟t know him, no 

doubt, you soon will.  Please 

welcome him and support his 

efforts on your behalf.  Like 

contacting the rest of us, just 

call 337-531-0916 to connect 

with Harold. 



CEMETERY UPDATE 

IDENTIFIED-SOON TO BE MARKED!  Hopefully, all the families understand the Heritage Project staff is dedi-

cated to identifying each unmarked grave possible. We can't stress enough that there is not much chance 

of success without you, the public. Several more graves have recently been identified and added to the group 

of past successes due to diligent searches, some luck, and helpful family involvement.  Clues come from different 

sources; a note in a cemetery list, a chance encounter in a cemetery, a comment made during an interview, 

someone reviewing the Virtual Cemetery on polkhistory.org; wherever, each and every clue is critical in the on-

going searches.  We need a starting point; a name of the deceased is usually the beginning.  Maybe a vague mem-

ory of a long forgotten family member is all we have.  From that point someone remembers a cemetery 

name. Then a possible location comes from some comment.  A search of cemetery history can reveal other infor-

mation.  Information accumulates until all the clues point to a definite location.  That location may have been 

marked with wooden posts or it may be verified with Ground Penetrating Radar testing. 

 However the location and deceased identification are made, it is a joyous, yet sad, time for the surviving fam-

ily.  It is most satisfying to see a family reconnect and reach closure.  

 If you have a memory or other piece of information that may begin a search to find a grave for a member of your 

or even another family please provide that to us.  Anyone at 337-531-0916 will take your call and help.  

 The following graves have recently been identified through the efforts of family and Heritage Project Staff. 

By: Skip Cryer 

 Brack Cemetery (Fort Polk #11) 

Junie McKee (born and died 1897): daughter of Jeremiah (Jerry) Ballard and Sylvania (Haymon) McKee 

Buried left, at the foot of grandmother Georgianna McKee. 

Mill Creek Cemetery (Fort Polk #4)      

Unnamed Baby Boy (born and died 1935): son of Charles Carey and Grace Delores (Nichols) McKee.   

Buried left beside grandfather Jerry Ballard McKee. 

 Holly Springs Cemetery (Fort Polk # 

Keith Cox, born: March 08, 1951, died: January 01, 1981 

Buried at the foot of the large oak to the right when entering the gate. 

Grave identified by G. W. Johnson, son of Henry and Ellie Johnson 

 Haymon-Watson Cemetery (Fort Polk #3) 

Lawrence Keith (L. K., 'Dock') Chaney, h/o 1-Ellen Henson and 2-Josephine Watson 

Born:  October 18, 1857; died: October 20, 1909 

Buried between the two large cedar trees in the middle of the cemetery (now gone but location 

known)                                                                                                             

  



HERITAGE SPREADS ACROSS FORT POLK 

While the Heritage effort continues within 

the Cultural Resource Management Of-

fice, recognition of Heritage Family mem-

bers is spreading across Fort Polk.  A 

Heritage Family display was commis-

sioned by the Garrison Command Office 

and set up in late 2009.  The display fea-

tures photos from the Heritage Family 

collection, a sampling of representative 

artifacts including turpentine pots, mar-

bles, nails, brick, ceramic and glass frag-

ments.  The display also includes informa-

tion regarding DPW/ENRMDs efforts to 

preserve cemeteries and locate and iden-

tify unmarked graves.  A digital frame was 

also included which rotates through pho-

tos of Heritage veterans, historic photo-

graphs and photographs from our 2007, 

2008 and 2009 Heritage Days. 

Opening on March 9, 2010, the Dogwood 

Terrace Neighborhood Center is deco-

rated with a “Heritage” theme.  Fort 

Polk‟s Neighborhood Centers offer mili-

tary personnel amenities including fitness 

centers, swimming pools, media rooms, 

playgrounds and picnic areas.  The Heri-

tage Family theme runs throughout the 

center and includes framed photos and 

documents as well as captions explaining 

the story of the Heritage Families.  By de-

signing Dogwood Terrace with a Heritage 

Family theme, even more people will hear 

and understand the sacrifices of the Heri-

tage families.    

 

 

The new Fort Polk Military Museum will 

also feature an exhibit on the Heritage 

Families.  The exhibit will include loaned 

artifacts from the Cultural Resources Of-

fice as well as photographs from the Heri-

tage Family Collection.  The new Military 

Museum has a tentative opening date of 

September 2010.  The exhibit will be open 

to the public at that time.  

Through the tremendous amount of pho-

tographs, documents and artifacts do-

nated to the Heritage Collection, we are 

able to help set up these displays.  With-

out the support of the local community 

and our Heritage family members, these 

displays would not be possible.  It is 

through your donations that the story of 

the Heritage families can be told through-

out Fort Polk and the regional area.  

Thank you.  

By: Dena Struchtemeyer 

 

GOOD FORTUNE 

I would like to introduce you to 

our latest personnel addition, 

Joshua Martin.  Josh, as we call 

him, is a good fit to his job.  He 

is on the other end of collection 

efforts, maybe the chaotic end 

since we collectors just walk into 

his office and dump our „stuff‟ 

on his desk to clear our desk.   

Josh started his career by join-

ing the military .  Afterwards he 

entered Northwestern State Uni-

versity at Natchitoches and pur-

sued a BA degree in Anthropol-

ogy (2005 graduate) and next 

completed his MS  2009, again 

graduating from NSU.  While 

pursuing his academic responsi-

bilities he also sought employ-

ment working in several entities 

doing business in his chosen 

profession building his practical 

experience resume. 

Josh is responsible for overall 

management of the Heritage 

Family Collection including for-

mulating policy and procedure 

for those management efforts.  

He is well rounded with inter-

ests in music, art, all types of 

history and, of course, his cho-

sen career field, Anthropology. 

Please welcome Josh and sup-

port him in his efforts to make 

the Heritage Project become 

more possible.  If you have rea-

son to call , just dial 337-531-

0916 and ask for Josh. 



J.D. Grant Homesite found! No, we have not yet discovered everything so we 

continue to stomp through the bushes.  Each family story is important to us so learn-

ing about old home places as part of putting a family history together continues to be 

a part of our quest.  During a recent Peason Ridge tour guided by Willard McInnis 

and Ricky Robertson, we stopped near where 

the J. D. Grant home site was reported to be. 

Walking the woods revealed the stark clump 

of weathered tree trunks which turned out to 

be severely fire damaged Crepe Myrtles. 

Crepe Myrtles are a good indication of for-

mer human habitation.  After considerable 

brush breaking an open, unmarked well was 

found.  That discovery led to finding founda-

tion stones, artifacts (above) and possibly 

another well.  Bob Hays marked the wells and now no one will stumble into one 

averting a possible disaster. 

This location is likely the Grant home site plus it may be the site of the Nona Post 

Office according to interview information.   

What will be the next discovery?  Who knows, but the Heritage Project team will be 

busy looking. Your help is welcome and solicited.    

         By: Skip Cryer 

Trekking through out-of-the-way 

places along back country roads 

searching for Heritage Family infor-

mation, one is occasionally lucky to 

run across a building that has sur-

vived the last 100 years.  The three 

photos to the right are of structures 

associated with Fort Polk in some 

way, but that is another story.  Look 

carefully at the photos.  Observations 

will tell you there is something differ-

ent in each of these log structures. If 

you have not noticed, the log overlap 

in each is significantly different.  

Why?  Well, each person had their 

personal approach in hewing and 

overlapping the log ends to make a 

secure, weather proof corner.  Pio-

neers, an independent group, had di-

verse ideas about construction design 

and methods..  Some had better skills 

and more time than others.  Today‟s 

building codes force most corner 

framing to look nearly identical.  Not 

so during yesteryear when man and 

axe were partners in putting up build-

ings to protect family, stock, and food 

for both human and animal.  Chinking 

cracks could only do so much good so 

the tighter the joint the better joint 

strength and performance.  Note how 

tight some of these joints are and 

think how much time and hand work 

must have been required. Construc-

tion of corners ranged from simple 

overlap in barn and crib buildings to 

intricate, dovetailed, more weather 

proof joints in home construction.  

They built it to last the first time.  

Their primary goal was to survive un-

der harsh conditions so they did not 

have extra time to rebuild shoddy 

work.  Our ancestors were amazing, 

self reliant people. The pioneer world 

and our modern world are so different 

it is hard to imagine their life style.   

   By: Skip Cryer  

PEASON HERITAGE DISCOVERIES 

HERITAGE BARNS: A CULTURAL  REDISCOVERY 

William Madison West Crib 

Jim Cryer Barn 

Daniel Mack Duffie McInnis 

Barn 



FORT POLK CEMETERY PRESERVATION 

Cemeteries are a vital lifeline connecting people to the landscape. Far too often, the only evidence of a peo-

ples‟ occupation of an area are the cemeteries they left behind. The cemeteries located on Fort Polk are the 

focal points of the Heritage Families that were displaced from the area. These cemeteries are not just land-

scapes of memory, but landscapes of reunion, bringing families with shared histories together to discuss the 

past, present, and future. Because of this, it is necessary for Fort Polk to initiate a cemetery preservation plan 

to ensure the sanctity and 

integrity of these special 

places well into the fu-

ture. 

The Fort Polk Cemetery 

Preservation Plan 

(FPCPP) is currently in 

development within the 

cultural resources pro-

gram. This preservation 

plan will consist of policy and procedures regarding the most common aspects of cemetery use. These as-

pects range from visitation, mapping and proper grounds keeping, to object maintenance involving the 

cleaning and repairing of grave markers, the replacement of illegible markers, signage and emergency plans. 

Information vital to the care and repair of grave markers is being provided by Jason Church. Jason is a mate-

rials conservator in the Materials Research Program at the National Center for Preservation Technology and 

Training (NCPTT). His knowledge on the subject is renowned throughout the United States and he travels 

extensively presenting to and consulting with numerous groups and agencies. 

The current endeavor to clean and repair grave markers, ongoing 

grounds keeping and security provisions, combined with the inclu-

sion of a cemetery preservation plan, will make possible a program 

that will consistently provide maximum benefit to the protection 

and improvement of our historic cemeteries. As a result of the ef-

forts of the cultural resources program staff, and preservation ex-

perts like Jason Church, the cemetery management program will 

be in a position to move from maintenance only to preserving for 

posterity. 

By: Josh Martin  

 



HERITAGE VETERANS ARTICLE 

  

Most people coming through the gates of Fort Polk hear it referred 

to as the „Home of Heroes‟. But long before the establishment of 

Fort Polk, this area was still a home of heroes. Many members of 

the Fort Polk heritage families have a history of service to our 

country. These heritage veterans have served and sacrificed hon-

orably from the Civil War through two World Wars, the Korean 

War and the Vietnam War. The 2009 Heritage Day was devoted to 

honoring these heritage family veterans, and soon more apprecia-

tion for their sacrifices will be evident as the cultural resources 

staff works to generate several updates to the PolkHistory.org 

website. 

These new updates will include interactive timelines detailing indi-

vidual member‟s actions during the aforementioned wars. These 

timelines will include, when available, photographs, service re-

cords such as company muster rolls and P.O.W. rolls, and links to other sources detailing the history of the bat-

tles and the military units served with. The goal of these interactive timelines is to place the veterans‟ individual 

contributions in context with the overall war in the hopes of providing a personal understanding of the sacrifices 

made. 

The updates to the veterans‟ portion of the PolkHistory.org website are a part of a larger overhaul of the websites 

design and functionality. What was once a non-user friendly searchable database will be streamlined to provide 

a better experience for the heritage families and anyone else interested in the history of the area. So keep check-

ing www.polkhistory.org and be on the lookout for the Civil War timelines soon to come. 

By: Josh Martin 

EFFORTS TO SURVEY AND RECORD HERITAGE SITES 

One of the primary goals of Heritage Program is to ensure that physical remains of heritage sites are ac-

curately captured and interpreted.  Extensive archaeological surveys have been undertaken previously on 

the installation, but many of the heritage sites still remain unrecorded or misinterpreted.  The failure to 

accurately document these sites may be due to greater interest in prehistoric archaeology on the part of 

the surveyors, a previous lack of information about historic homesteads, and the obscured visibility of 

historic sites on the landscape. 

Investigating and documenting his-

toric sites is an important process 

which ensures that gaps in the written 

record are filled with physical evi-

dence and that all information is re-

corded in a manner which will ensure 

the preservation of data for future 

generations.  As we move forward 

with survey of the heritage sites we 

are relying heavily on information ob-

tained through the Heritage Program 

Doc Jeane’s Old Homestead 



to better understand and interpret these sites.  For instance, most oral history interviewees discuss their homesteads 

in great detail, which gives archaeologists the opportunity to focus on surveying areas where features such as water 

wells, foundation stones, and fence posts are likely to be encountered.  The addition of pictures and historic docu-

ments provides archaeologists with the opportunity to spatially reconstruct the sites.  Most importantly, the artifacts 

and physical remains can be directly connected with the stories documented through the Heritage Collection which 

will allow for a better understanding of life during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

We have started this investigation process by examining and documenting the Doc Jeane homestead.  Archaeological 

investigations will include surface survey, mapping of visible archaeological features, utilization of metal detectors, 

and shovel test surveys/excavations.  The information you provide in the form of historic documents and oral histo-

ries will continue to be of great assistance in the effort to record these sites archaeologically.  We will continue to in-

vestigate, record, document and share this information with the Heritage Families. 

             By: Brad  Laffitte 

HERITAGE RECRUITING 

THINK ABOUT IT—The Heritage Project is your project, your descendant‟s project. We need you, your support, 

and your involvement, Peason Ridge and Main Fort families. 

No one can build a home without a foundation, lumber, roof, fixtures, furnishings; no one can build a car with-

out chassis, tires, fenders, motor, electrical components. Similarly, how can the Heritage Project build family 

and area history without bits and pieces of information supplied by supporting Heritage Family and associated 

family members?   

It can‟t be done.  You are 

most important.  It is ob-

vious that without volun-

teers to give us their fam-

ily information, however 

small and whatever it is, 

the project fails to 

achieve its goals. Nothing 

is insignificant.  Every 

oral interview, every 

shred of provided infor-

mation is a piece of the 

puzzle that assists in un-

derstanding and archiv-

ing history.  A family tree, 

a  receipt from 1902, a 

weathered fence post, a poignant story,  or a joyous one, a ragged photo, a letter from a soldier to a mother, a 

family Bible—anything from the period 1820 to the displacement of the 1940‟s is important.   

We copy originals of photos and documents and quickly return them to their owner.  We only archive copies so 

the threat of loss is not an issue, so please give us a call at 531-0916 and share.  You will get a friendly voice on 

the other end. 

Don‟t forget to check our web site, polkhistory.org.  New information is added as processing is complete. 

By: Skip Cryer 


